Clinical manifestations in selective IgA deficiency in childhood. A follow-up report.
Clinical manifestations in 40 children with selective IgA deficiency were studied during a follow-up period of 2-10 years. The patients were divided into two groups: group I consisted of 25 children with "sporadic" IgA deficiency and group II of 15 children with "familial" IgA deficiency. Respiratory tract infections including otitis media were frequent in both groups. Concomitant IgG2-IgG4 deficiency was found in two patients in group I. Longitudinal serum IgG levels were elevated significantly in both groups. Atopic complaints were observed in 10 children of the "sporadic" group, but only in two of the "familial" group. However, elevated serum IgE levels were more often found in group II. Two children of group I were mentally retarded and chromosomal examination showed abnormalities in both. Anti-IgA antibodies were detected in one child in group I and three children in group II. These three patients had an IgA deficient mother with class-specific anti-IgA antibodies. Concomitant IgG4-IgE deficiency was found in all four.